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LAUNCH MEDIA RELEASE
For thousands of years, the truffle, one of nature’s noblest gastronomic ingredients was synonymous with banquets, conviviality and unforgettable moments of savoury delight.
The 2011 Mundaring Truffle Festival celebration of this pinnacle of Western Australian grown haute cuisine will offer all this and more in a unique culinary experience.

Celebrating the mysterious underground fungus that has found an ideal place to grow in the south west of Western Australia is proving an irresistible force behind the Mundaring Truffle Festival.

This year’s Festival, to be held on the weekend 30 & 31 July, has attracted national and international culinary stars to take part in a packed weekend program of truffle-themed fine food and wine, dining and learning experiences from gate to plate, hands-on fungi related kids activities, fresh truffle and gourmet produce markets and entertainment.

Over 21,000 visitors from around Australia and overseas are expected to flock to picturesque Mundaring’s Sculpture Park over the two days to soak up the vibrant colour and character of Australia’s premier truffle festival.
Chair of the Organising Committee Megan Griffiths said it was a coup for the Festival to attract the calibre of Stephanie Alexander, arguably Australia’s most famous ‘kitchen companion’, Philippe Mouchel, chef / owner of world - recognised restaurants, and Malaysia’s flamboyant Food Ambassador, Chef Wan.

They will join the Festival’s creator, award-winning chef Alain Fabregues, and more than 25 of Western Australia’s top ranked chefs and food personalities.

“Visitors will have a unique opportunity to experience truffle-themed food prepared by the best in a variety of cuisines and recipes,” said Ms Griffiths.

“The development of the truffle industry in our State has created a major food and wine tourism event and we are delighted to welcome new truffle partners Oak Valley Truffles and Great Southern Truffles to continue the tradition of celebrating the truffle.”

The Festival received a boost this year with State Government funding through Eventscorp and recognition as an official event on the WA tourism calendar.

“Tourism WA has always been a strong supporter and seen the potential, but this new funding has helped us take the Festival to another level and attract significant major sponsors, such as Buy West Eat Best,” said Ms Griffiths.

“The Festival is becoming an increasingly important opportunity to showcase the best of our regional produce to new markets. This is underlined by the strong presence of Tourism Malaysia in supporting Chef Wan to present The Malaysian Experience, using local produce.

“Chef Wan’s participation is already generating media exposure and promotion of the Festival in Malaysia and we have been advised that the Minister for Tourism, Datuk Seri Dr. Ng Yen Yen is planning an official visit to coincide with the Festival.”

The Festival program offers so many highlights, organisers recommend using the Daily Planner at the back of the Official Program to plan your day there.

“Last year we found people arrived not realising how much there was to see and do, and were disappointed when they missed out on some of the scheduled events.

“In addition to all the events at the free venues, the ticketed events are proving very popular so book early,” said Ms Griffiths.
Bookings are through BOCS Ticketing.  For more information on the Festival and bookings go to: www.mundaringtrufflefestival.com.

Festival Entry is $12.50 (BOCS) and $15 at the Gate. Festival and Perth Hills Wine Show package is $25 (BOCS) and $30 at the Gate. Pensioner concession is available at the Gate only.
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